THE CINCINNATUS
ASSOCIATION

Dear Cincinnatus Association Members,

2025 promises to be a year filled with opportunities for our members to work together and engage in
projects that will improve the quality of life for people in the Greater Cincinnati region.

Our Panels accomplished a lot in 2024 and their plans for the 2025 initiatives and projects look
rewarding for our citizens. We invite all members to get on board and participate in at least one of the
Panels. The panels are: Arts, Education, Excellence In Government, and Inclusion.

Appreciatively,

Rhonda Holyfield-Mangieri
94th President
Cincinnatus Association

Welcome New Members

Cincinnatus is pleased to welcome two new members to the Association, Paul Komarek and Kathleen
Winterman.

Paul Komarek is the owner of Human Intervention LLC, specializing in consulting and communications.
Dr. Kathleen Winterman is Director, Educational Centers at Xavier University.

Paul and Kathleen have expressed an interest in joining specific Panels and we look forward to their
contributions. We invite every member to please reach out to Paul and Kathleen and make them feel
welcome to Cincinnatus.
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https://cincinnatinaacp.com/calendar/home-strong/
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"My Choice" Sawyer Bells

We are almost there. We are in the final stage of setting up the order-processing for "My Choice” 6-
songs on the Cincinnati Parks’ Sawyer Point website.

You can sponsor your own "My Choice" 6 songs for $30. There are 15 artists with three or more
songs. The total library includes over 200 songs.

Start thinking about what date(s) you want to celebrate any occasion by the playing of six songs at
the Sawyer Bells.

In the fall of 1993, Cincinnatus presented to the Greater Cincinnati community the Citizens Crusader
Carillon, located at the east end of Sawyer Point. The bells were dedicated to: “Recognizing,
celebrating, and encouraging volunteerism and advocacy with a passion.”

Cincinnatus members will be asked to test the website this spring.

We extend our thank you to John Simpkinson, past president and member of Cincinnatus, who is
leading the “My Choice” project.

Cincinnatus Joins Community Groups Educating Homeowners

on Resources: February 8

On February 8, 2025, Cincinnatus members will be joining over 15 community groups that will be
providing resources for existing homeowners at Home Strong. There will be three educational sessions
offered to attendees on "Property tax", "Home Repair Programs", and "Estate Planning".

Approximately twelve Cincinnatus members will be providing support in greeting participants,
assistance in looking up property tax benefits, conducting event surveys, food service, and set-up and
tear down.



SPONSORED BY

HOME STRONG

HHfL_LIUM Your 1le gacy J'Tunwm ‘Resources rrr Existing Hemeowners

SATURDAY, FEB. 8TH
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

EVANSTON RECREATION CENTER
3204 WOODBURN AVE

11:00 SESSION 1 - OVERVIEW
A Brief Overview of Property Tax Resources Available

11:30 SESSION 2 - HOME REPAIR PROGRAMS
Explore Programs to Help with Essential Home Repalrs

12:00 SESSION 3 - ESTATE PLANNING
Protect the Legacy of your Home with Legal Planning

THE FOLLOWING VENDORS WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE

Cincinnati - Hamilton County Community Action Agency Cincinnati MAACP Housing Committee
Cincinnatus Association Greater Cincinnati Water Works Habitat for Humanity
Hamilton County Auditor Hamilton County Public Health Hamilton County Recorder's Office
Hamilton County Treasurer Housing Opportunities Made Equal Legal Aid Society of Southwest Ohio
LISC Greater Cincinnati Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati
Ohio Housing Finance Agency People Working Cooperatively Pro Seniors Working In Neighborhoods

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONTACT

Tow- V¢

Cincinnatus Will Join Universities to Honor Educators

After nearly a year of planning, the Excellence in Education Awards dinner with be held Tuesday,
February 11 with Shauna Murphy, new superintendent of Cincinnati Public Schools, as the keynote
speaker. More than 100 guests have bought tickets.

Eight educators, including a preschool volunteer, will be honored at Northern Kentucky University. The
Cincinnatus Association is partnering with five universities to present the awards.

A highlight of the evening will be video interviews with the honorees. I interviewed all eight
recipients and was inspired by them and impressed with their dedication to continually get better as
educators,” said Elliot Grossman, Chair of the Cincinnatus Education Awards Committee.

Cincinnatus encourages members who will be coming from Ohio to give themselves extra time due to
construction on the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge, also known as the Big Mac Bridge.



Registration and networking will be from 5:00 to 5:30 p.m. followed by a buffet dinner, Murphy’s
keynote address and the award presentations.

Elliot Grossman interviews the recipient of the
award that recognizes an outstanding CPS
administrator. Her name - and the names of
seven other honorees - will be announced at
the Excellence in Education Awards dinner on
February 11th at NKU.

Educaton Panel Kicks Off Adopt-a-Class in February

Alpacino Beauchamp, Education Panel Chair, announced the kick-off of the Adopt-a-Class for a 4th
grade class at Silverton Academy.

The Cincinnatus team has presented a working curriculum for each of the monthly visits to the
classroom. As a civic organization, Cincinnatus will be presenting themes of civic responsibility and
action throughout the curriculum.

Our first visit will be introductions of Cincinnatus members and students, an icebreaker, and an
overview of the proposed curriculum.

Sponsorships and Tickets Available for Spencer Awards
Dinner: May 20

Sponsorships and tickets are now available for the May 20th Spencer Awards Dinner at the Hyatt
Regency in Downtown Cincinnati. Chair Susan Noonan can be reached at (513) 378-4122 or
snoonan@fuse.net. Learn more here.

The 2025 Awardees who will be recognized at the dinner:

Non-Profit Award Honorees
ArtWorks

Cincinnati Children’s
Cincinnati Works

Found House

For-Profit Award Honoree
Union Savings Bank and Guardian Savings Bank

Cincinnatus

Association
nrmnm

Donald and Marian Spencer
“Spirit of America” Awards Dinner

May 20, 2025
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Excellence in Government Panel Planning Civic Education

Programs with Democracy and Me

The Excellence in Government Panel is partnering with WVXU’s Democracy and Me program for two
projects in 2025. Sometime in September, on or around September 17 (Constitution Day), Cincinnatus
Association will create content for their podcast Democracy and Z targeted to young people of

GenZ. We will also plan and lead a Cincinnatus Day of Civic Engagement field trip for students from
several local CPS schools. Subcommittees are being formed for both projects. Interested in joining the
planning team for these initiatives? Contact Melissa Currence, Government Panel Chair
currencem@gmail.com.

Learn more about the Democracy and Me experience at democracyandme.org.

"State of Education in Our Region" Recap

Members and guests highly attended our January 2025 member meeting. Cincinnatus thanks the
panelists for the enlightening discussion on the State of Education in Our Region.

Since Cincinnatus’ work involves understanding issues members can initiate, participate in, and
promote, panelists were asked how Cincinnatus could help the educators. The key suggestions were:
advocating for improved state funding for schools and considering support for the preschool levy,
which the Panels will take under advisement.

The State of Education in Our Region

Cincinnatus Finance Committee

Cincinnatus Treasurer Josh Krekeler is pleased to report that new members have been
appointed to the Finance Committee, Jenna Reel and Sam Brewer. The group met at
the end of January to discuss financial reporting processes with Executive Administrator
Kim Fantaci, work on a draft of the committee's charter, and brainstorm fundraising
ideas for the Association. The committee will be responsible for advising the Treasurer
on financial matters, drafting a proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year, and
overseeing an annual financial review in August. Members are welcome to contact Josh
at joshkrekeler@gmail.com for more information.

Watch for Upcoming Information on Affordable Housing
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Platform

Cincinnatus is supporting the Home Matters to Ohio platform which outlines 11
proposals and four goals to provide incentives to increase affordable
housing: https://www.homemalttersohio.com/

Home Matters to Ohio is a coalition of affordable housing advocates, businesses and
industry leaders who have created a platform of housing policy priorities for Ohio.

Upcoming Association Member Meetings
Mark Your Calendar

Tues, February 11 Excellence in Education Awards
@ NKU
Tues, March 11 Inclusion Panel Program
Tues, April 8 Arts Panel Program
Tues, May 20 Spencer Awards Dinner@ Hyatt
Regency Cincinnati
Tues, June 10 Annual Meeting @ CET

RESOURCES

Our Excellence in Government
Panel white paper on the "Status
of Voting Rights"

Download Your Copy
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