“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation,
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”

— Abraham Lincoln, the Gettysburg Address
By Rhonda Holyfield-

As a young student, | studied the work of women and men who espoused the high idea that all
of us are created equal, and with my faith-based background, | believed this to be true.

Now, some significant years later, my experiences in life have shown me that while we are all
created equal, not every man or woman has equal access to our society’s fundamental rights
and benefits. Too often, the powerful protect their power at the expense of others. In time,
inequality gains strength even to the point of becoming systematic within a system meant to
guard against it.

The institutionalization of gerrymandering is a glaring example of this abuse. When legislative
districts are drawn to strengthen the voice of those in power, inequality gains traction. A
prevailing party can be expected to press its advantage until, at some point, election results are
predictable: A “Republican” district will produce a Republican victory. A “Democratic” district will
produce a Democratic victor.

We need to change this. And, in Ohio, we can do so by passing Issue 1 on Nov. 5.

Issue 1 is a citizen-driven initiative designed to take the power of drawing state and federal
legislative districts out of the hands of politicians and place that power in the hands of the
people.

It is an effort, 248 years after our nation’s founding, to rededicate ourselves to protecting the
proposition that all people are created equal. We cannot expect, nor have we experienced,
equality when our voices in Columbus and Washington reflect narrow interests and
perspectives.

The tenants of Issue 1 are straightforward: Instead of putting politicians in charge redistricting, a
15-members citizen commission would draw Ohio’s legislative maps. Political interests would
still have a voice, but their voices would be equalized (five Republicans, five Democrats) and
tempered by five independent voices. None could be an elected official, a lobbyist, or a political
consultant.

The consequences of not addressing gerrymandering with a fair process are dire. Faith in our
democracy is undermined when voters believe their voices — their votes — don’t matter. Laws
passed by a General Assembly or Congress built on gerrymandered districts feel like laws made
to give advantages to the few at the expense of the common good. Why respect them?

It is for these reasons that the Cincinnatus Association stands with a broad coalition in Ohio to
advocate for Issue 1 and for a process that we believe will give a voice to many — ensuring
rights and benefits for all, which is fundamental for a healthy democracy.

Rhonda Holyfield-Mangieri is the president of The Cincinnatus Association, a nonpartisan group
committed to public policies that improve life for all citizens of Cincinnati.



