
CINCINNATUS INCLUSION PANEL NOTES.  MAY 3, 2021 
 
ATTENDING: Neikirk, Roesch, Synan, Mangieri, Santee, Williams, Beyer, Gideonse, Noonan, 

Brewer, Gosney, Maly , Stoller, Frank.  Guest: :aura Brunner, Ceo, The Port. 

 
THE PORT. Brunner presented a slide show that highlighted the efforts of The Port in the 

addressing the affordable housing shortage challenge in the community.  They are building 

homes.  Their Homesteading and Urban Redevelopment Corp. efforts are building homes in the 

$150,000 range and seeing them at a loss of around $10,000 which they make up with their 

fundraising efforts.   

 
They also landbank tax delinquent properties which they are able to transfer for $1.00 to partners 

that stabilize, remodel and maintain them.  They have over 900 properties.  Partners include 

Habitat For Humanity, Price Hill Will, Working In Neighborhoods, and OTR Community 

Housing.  They also have the capacity to finance promising development opportunities via bond 

issuance.  They see the need fort he development of all housing. 

 
Their goal is to get properties back into productive use.  Last year over 200 properties were 

returned to use.  Over 1,000 total including prior years.  Need find a way to get more developers 

from the minority community active in the space.  Feels that housing for those at 30% or lower 

AMI will need to be addressed by CMHA.  Feels Port is successful because they are driven by 

policy that enables them to absorb criticism, they are able to invest in concentrated areas which 

has the effect of lifting the entire area economically, they respect neighborhoods.  To be more 

successful, they need more cash and need to continue to spend it wisely.  Interested in tiny 

houses. 
 
TASK FORCES 
 
Housing Court.  Spoke with Cleveland’s Housing Court Administrator.  30 years active and 

seen as a community asset.  Can take landlords to court, issue fines.  Well connected to social 

services, and robust outreach through a housing Court Clinic.  $5 million annual funding comes 

from general fund. Locally, interest seems to be growing including the City Manager, Judges, 

and so on.   
 
Trust Fund.  Polarization on Issue 3 is concerning.  City is pursuing $32million for the trust 

fund.  task force will take its direction by looking at the results of Issue 3. 

 
Community Education.  Beyer and Mangieri indicated they have the latest iteration of a slide 

deck to share with the Panel.  Slides are intended to educate the community through 

presentations to small groups of interested parties. Unable to review the slides due to time 

constraints.  Will look for feedback from the Panel in the near future. 
 
Community Health.  Tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Next meeting: Kevin Hughes with he CRBC.  Future meeting with everyday experts who are 

facing housing challenges. 



 
 
 
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE CINCINNATUS ASSOCIATION’S INCLUSION 

PANEL MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM ON JUNE 7, 2021 FROM 11:30 TO 

1:00. 
 


