
Excellence in Government Panel Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2020 – Via Zoom 

 

Member Attendees: C Roesch, C. Miller, M. Currence, S. Stoller, S. Noonan, J. Anderson, D. 

Christenson, A. Schneider, J. Young, K. Friel, B. Myers, A. Herman, B. Muse, T. Syman, S. Brewer, 

G. McClimans, E. Jackson, M. Neikirk, D. Mann, G. Landsman 

Guest:  Gerald Checco, Chief of Staff, Councilmember David Mann’s Office 

Co-Chair Connie Roesch called the meeting to order at 4:35pm and introduced speakers, City of 

Cincinnati Councilmembers and Cincinnatus members David Mann and Greg Landsman.  Gerald 

Checco, Chief of Staff in Councilmember Mann’s office was also welcomed. 

Other items on the agenda were deferred so that we could begin our discussion with our 

speakers regarding their recent legislative initiatives on City Council reform. David Mann filed a 

motion to establish a commission to clean up City Council, a blue-ribbon independent 

commission to study the city’s development process and develop recommendations to improve 

it. Greg Landsman has introduced ideas for reforms at City Hall including establishing a new 

Cincinnati Ethics Commission, designating a chief ethics and good government officer, 

campaign finance reform, ongoing training, and a potential city charter amendment to update 

local finance campaign rules and to provide mechanisms for penalties and removal from office 

for elected officials who abuse their office.  

A lively discussion between the panel members and speakers occurred regarding specifics of 

their initiatives, how to create more transparency and restore trust in City government, and 

most importantly how Cincinnatus might assist in this process. Both speakers acknowledged the 

importance of Cincinnatus Association involvement and agreed to keep us informed regarding 

next steps.  

Melissa Currence provided a brief update on how Cincinnatus will continue to partner with the 

Greater Cincinnati Voter Collaborative as they plan for their future. The Executive Committee 

agreed to formally sign-on as a core member of the GCVC planning team moving forward.  

Connie Roesch encouraged everyone to register for the December 8 holiday Zoom celebration.  

No further business needing to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:02pm.  

Minutes by Connie Roesch  


