
 

 

 
 

Cincinnatus Excellence in Government Panel  

Meeting Minutes  

Date:  July 7 2020 – 4:30pm 

Via Zoom  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91914557921 

 
Meeting ID: 919 1455 7921 
Dial in: 929-205-6099 
 

 
I. C. Roesch called meeting to order at 4:31pm. 

II. Approval of minutes from 6/9/2020 meeting  

J. Spence moves acceptance of the minutes from 6/9/2020. Motion 

passed. 

III. Open issues 

a) November 2020 Elections in Ohio and Kentucky –Updates and 

Q&A – Guests: Elizabeth Brown, Co-President League of Women 

Voters Cincinnati Area and Gabrielle Summe, Kenton County 

Clerk of Courts 

Summary of Elizabeth Brown’s remarks on Ohio voting.  

• Unlikely Ohio legislation reforms on voting to be passed 

before November election, as there is no sense of urgency by 

State legislators. LWV has shifted focus on how to ensure 

voting isn’t chaotic for the general election. Activities include 

candidate zoom forums. See July’s Let's Talk Law 

Enforcement: A forum with The Hamilton County Prosecutor 

and Sheriff candidates at 

https://www.facebook.com/lwvcincinnati/videos/41774066

9183238.  

• LWV will use social media and partner with organizations on 

voter education, including on Vote411.org and mail-in ballots.  

• Part of campaign, “flatten the ballot request curve.”  

https://zoom.us/j/91914557921
https://www.facebook.com/lwvcincinnati/videos/417740669183238
https://www.facebook.com/lwvcincinnati/videos/417740669183238


 

 

 

• For Ohio, applications for absentee ballots will be sent out to 

all registered voters (Only cards were sent for primary.) 

• LaRose has been pushing for reforms.  

• Covid-19/Senior Citizens: There has been a push to move 

polling places out of senior centers/nursing homes (which 

were nearly 30 locations) because of COVID-19. Seniors 

having hardly time. Also because many seniors serve as poll 

workers, there is even more difficulty in recruiting poll 

workers. 17-year olds can serve as poll workers through Youth 

at the Booth program at BOE. 

• LWV encourages applies now for absentee ballot, as it is not 

too early for the BOE to accept. They will be mailed once the 

ballots are finalized.  

• Use Track My Ballot feature: 

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/toolkit/ballot-

tracking/ 

• Ohio HB 680 stalled 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-

votes?id=GA133-HB-680 

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/toolkit/ballot-tracking/
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/toolkit/ballot-tracking/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-votes?id=GA133-HB-680
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-votes?id=GA133-HB-680


 

 

• For Ohio, can only have one dropbox per county. Poll workers 

must work a full shifts and voting hours are set by state.  

Summary of Gabrielle Summe’s remarks on Kenton County Voting 

• The office of Clerk of Courts oversees many tasks including 

elections, real estate, BMV and more. Voting is the biggest part 

of the job. 

• Kenton is KY’s 3rd largest county with 105 precincts.  

• KY is not built for mail in elections. Emergency regulations 

passed by legislation changed the manner of the primary 

election. Those emergency regulations have not been renewed 

for November.  

• Must have excuse for absentee ballot.  

• With Covid, KY pushed safe voting at home with 2 weeks of 

voting in person at the Clerk’s office. Only one polling location 

on primary election day at NKY Convention Center with all 

precincts combined into one.  

• With June 1 reopening for other activities like BMV, marriages 

licenses, real estate, staff was stretched thin for the election. 

Summe reports primary election “went well because we were 

prepared.”  

• Added dropboxes for ballot drop-off, which was an emergency 

addition. 

• Was able to use Motor voter signature data for online voter 

ballot requests. The system could make signatures 

electronically. 

• Each ballot had a unique voter idea/bar codes on ballots to save 

time in tracking/scanning.  

• USPS processing is a concern as all Covington mail is processed 

in Cincinnati. Adds time to the process.   

• Vote by mail for primary – 26 percent turnout for all ways with 

22 percent of that being mail-in ballots.  

• The system is not built for mail in absentees. There is a need to 

reduce friction for voters to vote by mail.  



 

 

• Ky funding for elections is paid by the Counties’ fiscal courts, not 

state funding. 

• Kenton County Election page: 

https://kentoncountykyclerk.com/home/elections/ 

IV. New Business 

a) Spencer Awards Committee Update – event proposed until May 

18 2021 because of COVID. Refunds are available. (S. Noonan) 

b)  City Council School update (C. Roesch)  

Cincinnatus members approved endorsement at June meeting.  

c) Proposed City of Cincinnati charter amendment to Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund. (Carolyn M.)  

i) Potential charter amendment to fund affordable housing 

trust fund for May 2021 election. Inclusion Panel is leading 

this effort. There is some issues around the petition 

language. Several government panel members are serving 

on the Inclusion Panel taskforce. Govt panel volunteers will 

be needed to look at proposed charter language. 

d) Upcoming levies 

i) Cincinnati Public Schools Preschool Promise levy renewal? 

Need to confirm with Education Panel 

ii) City and/or County Parks?  

(1) Could be on the ballot. Usage of parks has increased 

with the pandemic. Need to monitor.  

e) Cincinnatus is submitting questions for LWV forum for 

Prosecutor and Sheriff candidates (See link to forum video 

above) 

f) City Budget updates  

i) City Budget passed at end of June. Early retirement program 

for the city will affect all city services.  

ii) Defunding the Police - not too changes to the budget 

around this issues. The city is deferring its latest recruit 

class. 

iii)  Cranley will plan to the veto streetcar budget (but likely to 

be reversed by Council in August). Connie is reaching out to 

Chris Bigham from City Budget office on TIF, police funding 

https://kentoncountykyclerk.com/home/elections/


 

 

and citizen input on budgeting. Could be a potential 

speaker.  

g) Cincinnatus website updated. Please continue to review and 

offer edits: https://cincinnatusassoc.org/ 

V. Adjournment 

Carolyn Miller moves to end the meeting. Motion passed. Meeting 

concludes 5:54 pm 

 

https://cincinnatusassoc.org/

