
Notes of Cincinnatus Education Panel Meeting 
February 24, 2020 

 
Attendees 
Members 
Dick Adams, Kent Friel, Liz Loring, Tara Robinson, John Simpkinson, Sam Brewer, Jeff Stec, Larry 
Williams, Larry Kissel, Carol Donnelly, Barbara Glueck, Shannon Petree, Grant Hesser, Harry Blanton, Bill 
Muse, Elliott Grossman 
 
Guests  
Greg Landsman, City Council Member 
Shannon Petree, HeartMath 
 
Future Meeting Presentations 
March 16:  Strategic planning for the panel – what “strategic action” will we “initiate” this year? 
April 20:  Preschool Promise Executive Director Chara Fisher Jackson; Amy Murdock, reading science 
expert 
May 18:  STRIVE officials (Byron White, Hearther Gerker) on early learning success 
 
Review of Education Panel Initiatives 
Pre-School Promise. The research shows that preschool works -- but we need to promote these results 
(and the idea that preschool is not just daycare)!  More to come about HOW we do this in April.  Also, 
the biggest need is in low income areas served by small providers which don’t qualify for help (July 1st is 
the cutoff for becoming a one-star provider). 
Education Awards.  Education awards were a big success!   Kent was deservedly honored!  There really 
was a buzz and Laura Mitchell is excited for next year! 
 
Presentation 
Greg Landsman gave us an update on TIFs and abatements.  CPS is now “held harmless” by the TIF 
program with 33% of all TIF dollars going to the district.  Council is also working to make TIF accounts 
more transparent – what money is generated, where spent, etc.  As to abatements, Landsman and 
Sittenfeld are proposing that we move to a three-tiered model like Columbus, where developers 1) get a 
different abatement based on the neighborhood’s economic status, 2) must meet the standards of a 
“scorecard” for whether they are creating “balanced” development (e.g. creating local jobs and 
minimizing displacement), and 3) pay into an anti-displacement fund (among other things).  The biggest 
problem, however, is the state funding model which hurts Cincinnati over Cleveland and costs big dollars 
– maybe something the ed and govt panels work on together. 
 
Shannon Petree gave us a demonstration of how breathing changes the underlying neurophysiology of 
anxiety and trauma: change your breathing (deeper, slower, more regular), change your neurochemistry 
and change how you feel, think and behave.  Extensive research shows that teaching students how to 
“breathe” improves academic outcomes.  Several panel members are considering how to get this into a 
school they work with.  The question for the panel is how we can help integrate this and other 
social/emotional interventions more deeply into an educational system that has yet to really embrace 
this work.   


