
PRESIDENT’S CORNER /  ELLIOT GROSSMAN 

  ACTION AGENDA 
WILL SHARPEN  

OUR FOCUS 

 

W hen Cincinnati civic leaders 
founded The Cincinnatus Association 
nearly a century ago, they had one 
mission: to rid local government of 
corruption. They succeeded, helping 
our city become a national model for 
its government structure.  

Cincinnatus has since broadened its 
mission. Education, diversity and in-
clusion, arts and culture, and various 
governmental initiatives are among 
our pursuits and passions today.   

We have three panels tackling those 
endeavors along with the Executive 
Committee. At times, it has felt like 
distinct organizations with great in-
tentions and accomplishments that 
didn’t always work together. We’ve 
been trying to change that and get the 
three panels and Executive Com-
mittee in the same boat, rowing in the 
same direction. Hence, with input 
from the membership, we’ve devel-
oped a model of collectively pursuing 
one mission for several years:  fighting 
poverty and helping more people 
achieve the American Dream.  

The transition is taking longer than we 
would have preferred, but we’re 
ready to share with you the anti-
poverty projects that our panels have 
selected. John Young, who has co-
chaired this effort, will present the 
projects to you tonight. Some will 
seem familiar because they are con-
tinuations of existing projects with 
modifications. Others are new. 

They have in common these goals: 
engaging our members and helping 
the people of Greater Cincinnati. If 
you aren’t already engaged in one of 
these important projects, I encourage 
you to get involved.  

Questions, comments?  
admin@cincinnatusassoc.org 

B 
ill  Muse is well-

known nationally 

in higher ed circles 

after his career in 

that field and a continuing 

second career with the Ketter-

ing Foundation and its Na-

tional Issues Forum Institute, 

which is committed to in-

formed civil dialogue. 

Within Cincinnatus, he’s 

known as the member who 

often facilitates when we are 

delving into a difficult topic. 

Last fall, for example, he took 

us through a National Issues 

Forum structured dialogue on 

income inequality, a topic 

aligned with our focus the 

American Dream for all. 

With the nation still divided 

about how to move forward 

after a rancorous presidential 

campaign, Hot Off the Press 

had a few questions for Bill. 

A: After your career in high-

er education, you’ve devoted 

much of your time to the idea 

of informed, civil dialogue 

and its value to our democra-

cy. What drives your interest 

in this work? 

Q: The same goal that should 

be central to higher education

‒ to help individuals make 

better decisions, communi-

cate effectively, and work 

with others different from 

themselves. 

 SEE Q&A on Page 2 
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“The issue of economic inequality and the growing levels of 
poverty must be dealt with before it tears our society apart.” 

 Championing Civil Dialogue 
Our founders favored it ─ can it survive today?  

A Q&A WITH MEMBER BILL MUSE 

ABOUT BILL 

 President emeritus, 
the National Issues   
Forum Institute.  

 President, University 
of Akron, 1984 to 1992 

 President, Auburn 
University, 1992 to 2001 

 Chancellor, East Car-
olina University, 2001 to 
2003. 



Consider supporting 
Cincinnatus with a gift 

While our dues provide primary sup-
port to the Association, gifts provide 

added support. Consider donating, 
and say “thanks” to your fellow 

members who already have: Richard 
Adams, Harry Blanton, Melissa Cur-

rence, Carolyn Miller, Susan Noonan, 
Connie Roesch, and Reno Runck II. 

Also note that a portion of your dues 
($100) is tax deductible. If you have 
not yet paid for this season, please 

do so this evening. You can do so 
(and make supplemental gifts) online 

through our website. 

We’re helping a dream 
come true for a dreamer 

Once again this year Cincinnatus has 
agreed to support the English Lan-

guage Learner (ELL) Foundation 
Scholarship Fund. We are sponsoring 
a scholarship for Nancy Giron, an ELL 

student at Northern Kentucky Univer-
sity. Nancy will graduate this year. 
Last year we donated $1,400. The 

funds come from individual donors 
from Cincinnatus, not from the Asso-
ciation itself. To give, mail a check to: 
ELL Foundation, P.O. Box 19975, Cin-

cinnati, OH 45219. Note on your 
check this is for Cincinnatus.  Kent 

Friel  can answer your questions. 
Email him at kpfriel@cinci.rr.com.  

Silent auction offers  
proof: Bourbon’s a hit 

 The 2016 silent auction raised  $330 
and split-the-pot raised another  

$140 at this year’s holiday bash at 
Bromwell’s Härth Lounge downtown. 

A nice bottle of Four Rose’s single 
barrel bourbon brought the top 

price. Thank you donor Mark Neikirk 
(and all donors) and top bidder CK 
Wang (and all bidders). Also, thank 
you Jeffrey McClorey for hosting a 

lovely evening. Jeff is a Cincinnatus 
alumnus and owns Bromwell’s. 

No new members 
 No news is good news? Not in this 

case. Our Association needs new 
members. We find them from you. 

Recommend members to VP Melissa 
Currence at currencem@gmail.com. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE: Q&A WITH BILL MUSE 

Q: Vitriol marked both the 2016 presiden-
tial campaign and the post-election sea-
son. Is there any hope for civility? 

A: We have to rediscover the merits of a 
democracy, assert and use effectively the 
power it offers to reduce the polarization 

that besets us.  Achieving a way to have a 
civil exchange is our best hope for doing 

so.  

Q: Putting aside the civility portion for a 

moment, what about informed dialogue: 
What’s the state of the union on that 
front?  

A: The traditional media have lost their 
status and impact, overtaken by unverified 

data disseminated via social media.  Com-
munity organizations—e.g. churches, edu-

cational institutions, civic organizations—
must reassert their influence. 

Q:  How might Cincinnatus be an agent 
for informed, civil discussion in our com-
munity? 

A: By convening and conducting forums 
on critical issues for its members, as well 

as for other leaders in the community. 

Q: You’ve led some of our discussions of 
income inequality and poverty, and you 
have led similar discussions elsewhere. Do 
you see these contributing to solutions, if 
not immediately then over time? 

A: The issue of economic inequality and 
the growing levels of poverty must be dealt 
with before it tears our society apart.  Un-
fortunately, it seems we are going in the 
opposite direction. 

Q: Remember the  Elvis lyric, “a little less 
conversation, a little more action?” How 
do dialogue and action connect. Isn’t there 
a symbiosis?  

A: Elvis was right!  We need to have the 
conversation to understand the problems 
we are facing and to discover common 
ground ─ a place where we can stand to-
gether and work toward a solution. 

Q: Why Cincinnatus? What draws you to 
our Association?  

A: Cincinnatus has traditionally been a 
leadership organization in the city and ar-
ea.  I would like for it to assume that role 
more significantly in the future. 

Q: You spent your career in higher ed, 
which the Founding Fathers embraced as 
a valuable public investment for a democ-
racy that counted on the people to govern 
themselves. Does our democracy still val-
ue that investment?  

A: Education, from preschool to higher 
education, was once viewed as a “public 
good” that benefited all of society by a 
clear majority of citizens.  Now it appears 
that it is perceived by most as a “private 
good”, benefiting only the recipient, who 
should, therefore, pay for it.  This shift of 
values is a major threat to our ability to 
preserve our democracy, particularly the 
belief in equal rights. 

Based in Dayton, Ohio, the National Issues 
Forums Institute is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization that serves to promote public 
deliberation about difficult public issues. 
Learn more at www.nifi.org.  

Section 2: The city manager shall report to the 
mayor and the council. Neither the mayor, the 
council nor any of its committees or members shall 
interfere in any way with the appointment or remov-
al of any of the officers and employees in the ad-
ministrative service. Except for the purpose of in-
quiry; the mayor, the council and its members shall 
deal with that part of the administrative service for 
which the city manager is responsible, solely 

through the city manager.” 

READ THE FULL CHARTER 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/council/references-

resources/municipal-code/ 

FROM THE CITY CHARTER  
BACKGROUND FOR TONIGHT’S MEETING 

Tuesday, February 14, 6 p.m. 

2017 Education Awards, Kingsgate Marriott  

Tuesday, March 14, 5:30 p.m. 

St. Vincent DePaul Poverty Simulation, 1123 
Banks St. , Cincinnati 

Tuesday, April,11, 5:30 p.m.  

TBA 

Tuesday, May 9, 5:30 p.m. 

2017 Spencer Awards,  Netherland Plaza 
Want to sponsor a meeting?  

Contact Jill Claire at  

admin@cincinnatusassoc.org 

SAVE THESE DATES 

HERE ARE OUR UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Elliot Grossman, president; Melissa Currence, vice president; Larry Williams, treasurer; Mark 

Neikirk, secretary; at-large: Sam Brewer, Arlene Herman;  Susan Noonan; John Young; and John Norwine (pending). 

mailto:kpfriel@cinci.rr.com

